Turning Text into Gold
Taxonomies and Textual Analytics

In our distant past, we attempted to create wealth by turning everyday substances into
gold. This was early alchemy, and ultimately it did not work. But the world has
changed. Today we have a type of “modern alchemy” that really can create gold. We can
transform voluminous text into a wealth of knowledge.
Text is a common fabric of society, yet it is still challenging for our technology to make
sense of text. This is where taxonomies can help. In this book, legendary Bill Inmon will
introduce you to the concept of taxonomies and how they are used to simplify and
understand text. We emphasize the practical aspects of taxonomies, and the subsequent
usage of taxonomies as a basis for textual analytics.
This book is for managers who have to deal with text, students of computer science,
programmers who need to understand taxonomies, systems analysts who hope to draw
business value out of a body of text, and especially those who are struggling to decode
data lakes. Hopefully for those individuals (and many more), this book will serve as
both an introduction to taxonomies and a guide to how taxonomies can be used to bring
text into the realm of corporate decision-making.
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Bill Inmon - the "father of data
warehouse" - has written 57 books
published in nine languages. Bill's
latest adventure is the building of
technology
known
as
textual
disambiguation - technology that reads
raw text in a narrative format and
allows the text to be placed in a
conventional data base so that it can
be analyzed by standard analytical
technology, thereby creating unique
business
value
for
Big
Data/unstructured data. Bill was
named by ComputerWorld as one of
the ten most influential people in the
history of the computer profession.

